The actual state of IgA nephropathy in Japan was surveyed throughout the nation by a questionnaire. Five hundred patients were collected from 26 departments of pediatrics and 2,1 75 from 27 internal medicine. IgA nephropathy accounted for 19.2% of the children and 30.0% of the adults among primary glomerular diseases. Most of the patients, regardless children and adults, were detected by chance proteinuria and/or hematuria. No significant difference of renal glomerular findings were observed morphologically, between the children and the adults. IgA nephropathy was characterized by relatively benign clinical course, namely, 87.2% of the children and 74.6% of the adults had a favorable outcome. Nephrotic syndrome developed in 4.6% of the children and 3.7% of the adults, and hypertension in 4.6% and 10.6% of the children and the adults, respectively. While, the fact should not be neglected that 1.8% of the children and 8.0% of the adults developed renal failure or died.
INTRODUCTION
It is believed that patients with IgA nephropathy account for more than 30%of patients with primary glomerular diseases in Japan, and a number of investigations on IgA nephropathy is reported every year. The fact that annual physical check-ups at schools and offices are registrated in Japan is the background of this high incidence of discovery of IgA nephropathy. Therefore, a good few patients with IgA nephropathy are detected because of these opportunities. This disease is widely observed in both children and adults, but the clinicopathological features almost always vary with the reports. In this sense, it is an important problem in Japan to investigate the etiology of this disease. At the 24th Conference of the Japanese Society of Nephrology, the authors were in charge of a symposium on "IgA nephropathy." Taking this opportunity, the actual state of IgA nephropathy in Japan was surveyed throughout the nation by a questionnaire.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The subjects were 2,675 patients consisting of 500 patients from 26 departments of pediatrics and 2,175 from 27 departments of internal medicine. The 500 and 2,175 patients corresponded to Immunofluorescence features revealed IgA and IgG, IgM or C3 in most of the children and most of the adults. Onthe other hand, IgA alone without complements was observed in 17.6% of the children in contrast to 6.9% of the adults ( Figure   4 ).
(ADULTS) 
Clinical course
The clinical course was studied in 481 children and 1,349 adults, and the mean follow-up period was 29 months and 39 months, respectively (Figure 5) .
Clinical remission was observed in 20% of the children and 6.5% of the adults. The results of the present study revealed that most of the children and the adults showed a favorable course. On the other hand, however, the disease progressed in 12.8% of the children (1.8% of them had renal failure or died) and 26.2% of the adults (8.0% of them had renal failure or died). During the period of observation of the course, 4.6% of the children and 3.7% of the adults, showed nephrotic syndrome. Hypertension occurred in 3.5% and 10.6% of the children and the adults, respectively.
The actual state of IgA nephropathy in Japan was revealed by a questionnaire as follows:
